
We affirm the necessity of aligning ourselves with the enduring beliefs of Christian orthodoxy, 

the faith once and for all delivered to the churches. 

 

We deny that distinctly Christian theological education and spiritual formation take place outside 

of such an alliance. 

 

We affirm that the Bible is the inerrant, trustworthy, and sufficient authority in all that it affirms.  

 

We affirm that the Bible is the supreme starting point in the pursuit of all wisdom and 

knowledge. 

 

We deny that this theological confession forecloses on appropriate intellectual and theological 

inquiry. 

 

We deny that Bible-based education results in intellectually inferior learning.  

 

We affirm the authority of God's word, written as Scripture and incarnate as Jesus Christ. 

 

We deny a difference between the authority of Scripture and Jesus Christ and we reject any 

attempt to set in opposition Christ the Living Word and the Bible, the written word. 

 

We affirm that the ultimate subject of theological education is knowing God by submitting to his 

revelation, the Scriptures, by faith which demands the most careful scrutiny. 

 

We deny the unbridled modern confidence in reason or experience apart from or in place of 

divine revelation. 

 

We affirm that the Bible is the word of God and speaks with relevance and authority to every 

generation and culture. 

 

We deny that the Bible's message is muted or irrelevant for contemporary culture.  

 

We affirm that the goal of theological education is to live christianly. 

 

We deny that sound theology can be divorced from healthy Christian living. 

 

We affirm that theological education is best pursued within the community of faith where 

worship, encouragement, and accountability are regular practices. 

 

We affirm the Spirit giftedness and significance of everyone within the community of faith.  All 

Christians have a ministry given by Christ which should be exercised. 

 

We deny that individualism is conducive to sound theological education or Christian living. 

 

We affirm that the Lord has appointed the pastoral office to men, and we affirm that the Lord has 

appointed many ministry positions to women.  



We deny that the biblical limitations of the pastoral office to men were culturally limited and that 

role distinctions are no longer valid. 

 

We affirm that the pastor is called to shepherd the local church entrusted to him by God. 

 

We deny that pastoral authority should be exercised in an autocratic manner.  


